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Among the items of "State News" to-

day, we publish the proceedings of a meet-
ing hold at Mt. Airy, in .Surry county, on
the 1st ilny of this mouth to consider the

that the Legislature should yield to the the: source of all political power speak,
wishes of a people, when not inconsistent by their suffrages, through tho mstrumen-wit- h

the Constitution and the laws. ;3?he , tality of the ballot-bbx- , it; must be careful-measur- es

suited to one community might ; ly guarded against the control of those who
not be well adapted to the condition of an-ilar- e corrupt in principle and enemies of
otiwr; and the persons best qualified fo do- -' j free institutions, for it can only become to
ternaine such question are those whoss in- - 'our political and social system a safe con- - ;

terests are to be directly affected by any j ductor of healthy popular sentiment when
proposed law. In Massachusetts, for in- - j kept free from demoralizing influences.

mon to the entire Union. Were it to be
admitted that the right "to exercise exclu-
sive legislation in all cases whatsoever,"
conferred upon Congress unlimited power
within the District of Columbia, titles of
nobility might he granted within its boun-
daries; laws might be made " respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting
the froe exercise thereof ; or abridging the
freedom of speech or of the press ; or the

no human forethought can divine. One
has only to read the proceedings of Con-

gress to ascertain its bitterness, nay, its
madness.

We have long thought that tho presiden-
tial election of 1868 would bo the culmina-
ting point to the present political difficul-
ties. The Southern States, not only to as-

sert their existence as States and their rights
under the Constitution, but as a plain mat-
ter of duty, will choose presidential elec-

tors. To neglect to do so would be a can-

did acknowledgment that they were not en-

titled to this or anv other privilege as

t Controlled, tnrouga irauu aim usurpauon,

other branches. They have "accord in ply,' in
many instances, decided rights which
should have been left to jnidiciary contro-s- y

; and the direction of the Executive, du-
ring tho whole time of their session, is be-
coming habitual and familiar."

Mr. Justice Story, in Lis eoinmentarie.s
on the Constitution, reviews tho same sub-
ject, and says :

"Tho truth that the legislative p wpr tha
jrreat and overruling power m ovry IV" Govern-
ment." "The repvesentutives of iliejieoplo
watch with jealousy every emToacbniert of thf ex
ecntivo msgtstratp, f r it trenches upon their cwii
authority. But who shall watch li.e encroach-
ment of "these representatives tliem.lves? Wju
they be as jealcma of the rxercisx of Uf j.nv.r r l v
theraselv u aB by others ?" "1 here aiv many re.'-po- ns

which maybe aliened IV rt'.e j;,.,
lhienee of tbe legisiativo dep-irtni- : nf. In the fi
place, its constitutional now-r- s are m- - re exten-
sive, and less cpiihle of lrin l iot.eM witl
precise limits tha'i tlWo of it lie- - rf' t!-- o r.tbor
departments. The Imtjii'h of the cxe'itive
authority aro easly nnirfeil mi' ari'l floli-icd- o
re.ich.es few ot.jeets. anil I'ms- - a?o : Oi wn. Jt
not transeon'1 them wMion he::e; nrhf ?

con a t witli (lie otlie- - iVpn tr ei T: vs rv.r
check and restrain and b .;r 1 i rr"-cis- o.

The pan a? remro-'- s Tri'l? Mill
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Homesteads.

The fact that the General. Assembly of j

this State arc determined to either amend

tho present law providing homesteads, or

pass a new act for this purpose, we think is

evident from the fact that a bill has already
passed the House of Commons, and another
has passed two readings in the Senate, and

stands first for consideration upon the re-

assembling of that body on the 22d inst.
We are satisfied that some action should be
had in regard to this subject. Depressed
as our people arc, weighed down by debt,
disheartened by the almost universal fail-

ure of crops, almost hopeless in regard to

their political future, they need every en-

couragement and aid consistent with the

Constitutions of tho State and United States
that can possibly be given. Relieved from
all participation in the General Govern-

ment, and expecting evil rather than good

from its legislation, they naturally turn to

their State for protection.
m - 11

We were in hopes that Congress wonm

furnish some relief to tho So-j.th-r- n peop..-b- y

the passage of a judicious and general
Bankrupt Law. During the last se-io-

several bills of the kind were under dis-

cussion, and one or more of tin m actuals
passed the Houso of Represent:; fives, but

were rejected in the Senate. We fcno v not

that the facL that the South wuld pr.lm- -

Mf rofin kmiip benefit from such ;t law

fluenced the legislation on the su'-- j ei,
and trust such was not the ease. But we

do know that in former ears the support
for such measures was almost universally
confind to Northern votes. Beyond ques-

tion, a wise law to enable the bankrupt, up-

on an honest surrender of all the property

in his possession, to be relieved from the
thraldom of debt, would be conducive of
great good throughout the country. But
as Congress seems unwilling to pass such a

law, it is incumbent upon the State Legis-

lature to do so, as far as they are able un-

der
i

the Constitution.
The subject of a Homestead Law has oc-

cupied much of the time of the. General
Assembly, and two bills, one introduced by
Mr. Berry, the Senator from Orange, and
the other byr Mr. Richardson, Commoner
from Bladen, has attracted the most atten
tion and received the most suceossiul con-

sideration.
Mr. Berry's bill provides that any citizen

of this State, who is possessed of a freehold
of lands may file his petition in the Court
of Pleas and Quarter Sessions of the county
where the land lies, praying for the allot-

ment of a homestead therefrom, not ex-

ceeding one hundred acres, if in the county,
or one-ha- lf acre if in tho ciiy or incorpo-
rated town, which allotment may include a
single dwelling and the necessary out-

houses. After being laid off and registered,
tho homestead shall not bo subject to exe-

cution for qny debta contracted, or cause
of action, or other liability, save taxes ac-

cruing after the same is registered, but it
shall not be exempt from execution for any
debt or cause of action arising upon any
penal bond or covenant previously execu-

ted, although the same may acerue after
the registration. If any person bo taken
under a caputs ad saiisfacieiolum, sued out
upon any judgment founded on cause of
action accrued subsequent to the registra-
tion aforesaid, it shall not be red ni red of

him to put the allotted homestead in his
schedule f effects, or to surrender the
same, but that this exemption shall not ap-

ply to process or judgments founded on

penal bonds or covenant previously execu-

ted. That no male person, in lawful wed-

lock, shall have power to sell or dispose of a
homestead, without the concurrence of his
wife duly evidenced. The bill further pro-

vides that where a homestead is laid off

from an estate descendable to heirs, and
the wife survive, she shall be entitled to
the homestead for dower, if she shall so

elect, to be duly allotted, but if she marry
again, there being a child or children of
the issue of her first husband, .she shall
take one-thir- d only, including the dwell-

ing
The bill, the provisions of widen wc give

above, will most probably pa ihe Senate
with a limitation in the value as well as
boundaries of the homestead, say to t..ru
thousand dollars. The bill of Mr. llu-u-ardso-

which has passed the House, ai.d
which we published in full, it will be re-

collected, confines the homestcd to one
hundred acres and one thousand dollars in

value, allowing the execution debtor ninety-day-s

to pay off all excess over me value of

one thousand dollars, when the dwelling
house and out buildings, with land suff-

icient for the convenient in thereof, shall
exceed that valuation.

These, then, are the measures before the
Legislature to provide homesteads for the
citizens of the State. That the necessities
of the people demand some such legislation
is well known, and it certainly is the poliey
of tho State, by protecting the homesteads
of its citizens, to a certain amount, from
execution, not only to enable all to own

liu residence, but encourage them to put
such improvements upon them as will at-

tach the owner and his family to their
homes, and make them ornaments to the
country. The tide of immigration which is
now flowing from tho borders of our Stale
to the South and West, may thus not only

be checked, but entirely turned, and under
a wholesome protection from tho law, the
homes of our neonlo may soon indicate a
happy and prosperous population.

American Farmer.
We are indebted to the publishers,

Messrs. Worthington & Lewis, of Baltimore,
for the January number of this old and
sterling Magazine. The American Farmer
stands justly high as an Agricultural and
Horticultural Journal. Among the leading
articles for January, aro Farmer's Clubs,
their value and how they should be consti-
tuted ; Labour, its motives ; Old Virginia ;
Liebiq's Experimerds on Potatoes examined ;

Study of A'jricultural Facts, illustrated by
the practice of a Georgia planter, who buys,
yearly, ten thousand dollars worth of com-
mercial fertilizers ; with a great deal of
ordinal and well-seleete- d matter, practical
and scientific. Price $2 per year.

question of their Railroad connections.
Tbe onteri,r;sing ulul public-spirite- d people
of that section arc determined to have an
expeditious and reliable outlet to market,
and although now dependent upon the Vir-

ginia roads, and doing almost their entire
business through that State, they desire to
form business relations with their own and
seek connection with the North Carolina
Railroads.

We desire to call the attention of our own
people and those of Fayetteville to this in-

auguration of an effort upon the part of the
citizens of the extreme Northern portion of
the State to unite the two sections and join
them in business relations, which must
prove mutually beneficial, and of vast ben-

efit to the entire State. Particularly do we
io so a tiiey invite us to imereso oiirstuven

and extend to us the hand of fellowship.

The nv- - t casual glance at the map will ex-

hibit the importance of the movement to
this section. Fayetteville is by very many
miles she nearest port for all that section of
country, and with the Western Railroad ex-

tended from Egypt to High Point on the
North Carolina Railroad, and with a road
leading from the latter place through Mt.

Airy, al ng tin; banks, and through the fer-

tile valhy of the Yadkin, ar ' thence to
Vtheville on the Virginia and Tennessee

Railroad, would open to Fayetteville and
Wilmington a region of country unexcelled
in agricultural and mineral wealth, and
would enter into bu.-ine- ss relations with

them almost without a rival, certainly with-

out successful competition, if the spirit of

enterprise and industry so long characteris-

tic of our people is not lost.
We hope our people will no longer

neglect the great interests at stake in
our railroad connections with the
West. We believe, with the proper sys-

tem ol' railroad connections with the in.
terior, now within the power of our ciii--

zeiis to secure, the future prosperity ol
Wilmington is assured. But time must not
be lost, for the chance may slip out of our
grasp, and too late to take advantage of our
situation, we may yet realize the great op
portunities we have lost. So far as we
know, there has been no movement on the
part of our citizens, even to indicate a wish
as to the course and terminus of the exten
sion of the Fayetteville and Western Rail- -

road. But other localities are interesting j

themselves and right earnestly, too; and we j

cannot expect the road to take the direction j

most advantageous to us, perchance be-- :
, i r l icause liie same course ana terminus win oe

most advantageous to Fayetteville, if we sit
in apparent uninterested silence, while oth-- 1

er points are stretching out- - their hand of
invitation, and probably of assistance.

The people of the State and of the entire
South, are exercising themselves in regard
to our Federal relations, and aro much in-

terested as to who shall be their represen-
tatives in Congress and when they will be
permitted to take their seats, but we are
fully convinced that the completion of the
Wilmington, Charlotte and Rutherford
Railroad, and the judicious extension of
the Western Railroad, are much more im-

portant to us at this lime than " gettiug in-

to the Union.' The first are matters bear-

ing directly upon our material prosperity,
and are within our power of accomplishing ;

'he latter is one over which we have no con-

trol, and is attended with such humiliations
and concessions that it may be robbed of its
importance, possibly of its benefits. We

trust our citizens will cease to trouble them-

selves about the one, and undertake in ear-

nest the success of the others.

Polit ical Drift ings.
Political matters seem to be rapidly

reaching a point beyond which they can-

not proceed without startling and impor-
tant changes in the present position of af-

fairs. The impeachment of the President,
which we supposed was contemplated only
by the more radical members of the Repub-

lican party, seems to be fully determined
upon by a very large majority of the caucus of
the party, and we may expect to see all
their legislation tending in this direction.
la fact, the bill for the repeal of the pardon
--.eel ion of the treason and confiseation act,
vxhieh has already passed the Senate, bears
'his complexion. If the more intelligent
members of the party were not fully satis-lie- d,

that without the "clause in question, the
power which the President already pos-

sessed by the Constitution is full and am-

ple, the able speech of Mr. Johnston, of
Maryland, must have convinced them,
the bill will undoubtedly pass, and the ob-

ject seems merely to add another count in
their iniquitous bill against the President;
that of abusing the pardoning power.

The great object of the bitter warfare
upon the South turns upon the ensuing
presidential contest. If the Radicals were
satisfied that they could command the re-

quisite vote at the North to elect Judge
Chase. Sneaker Colfax, or whoever their
Convention may nominate for President,
there would be no threats against the Ex-pe- n

five, and the South would long since
li'ivo been n In-ntte- into tne union. It IS

well known that for several months after
the surrender of Generals Lee and Johns-

ton, and after the appointment o Provi
sional Governors for the Southern States,
and the policy of the Federal Administra
tion, in regard to reconstruction, was clear
ly announced and understood, Republican
State Conventions vied with those of the
Democrats in supporting this policy and
endorsing President Johnson as the worthy
successor of Mr. Lincoln. This state of
things continued until the party leaders
sp.w politictd power about to depart, and
then began the war upon the President
and the South. Prejudices, which existed
during the revolution and which had been
most happily buried at its close, were re
newed, and even the fact of Mr. --Johnson
being a Southern man, which had been
the principal reason of his nomination, was

used to his injury. These efforts have borne
their legitimate fruiis, and to-da- y more ill-feeli- ng

exists between the two sections of
the country, than in tho spring of 1865

which witnessed the end of hostilities.
"Whither it will lead and when it will end,

stance, male persons are allowed to vote
without regard to color, provided they pos
sess a certain decree of intelligence. In a
population in that State of 1,231.060, there
were, by the census of I860, only 9, G02 pers-

on- of colpr; and of the males over twenty
years of age, there were 339.0SG white to 2,,002
colored. By the same official enumeration,
there were in the District of ColumbiaGO.TCJt
whites to 14.310 persons of the colored
race. Since then, however, the population
of the District has largely increased, and it
is estimated that at the present time there
are nearly a hundred thousand wiiites to
thirty thousandnegroes. The cause of the
augmented numbers of the latter class needs
no explanation. Contiguous to Maryland
and Vii ginia, the District, during the war,
became a place of refuge for those who es-

caped from servitude, and it is yet the abi-
ding place of a considerable proportion of
those who sought within its limits a shelter
from bondage. Until then held in slavery,
and denied all opportunities for mental cul-
ture, their first knowledge of the Govern-
ment was acquired when, by conferring
upon them freedom, it became the benefac-
tor of their race; the test of their capabili-
ty for improvement began, when, for the
first time, the career of free industry and
the avenues to intelligence were opened to
them. Possessing these advantages but a
limited time the greater number perhaps
having entered the district of Columbia du
ring the latter years of the war or since its
termination we may well pause to inquire
whether, after so brief a probation, they are
as aclass capable of an intelligent exercise of
the right of suffrage, and qualified to dis-
charge the duties of official position. The
people who are daily witnesses of their
ode of living, and who have become fa-

miliar with their habits of thought, have
expressed the conviction that they are not
yet competent to serve as electors, and thus
become eligible for office in the local gov-
ernments under which they live. Clothed
with the elective franchise, their numbers,
already largely in excess of the demand for
labor, would be soon increased by an iuilux
from the adjoining States. Drawn from
fields where employment is abundant, they
would in vain seek it here, and so add to
the embarrassments already experienced
from the large class of idle persons congre-
gated in the District. Hardly yet capable
of forming correct judgments upon the im-

portant questions that often make the is-

sues of a political contest, they could readi-
ly be made subservient to the purposes of
designing persons. AVhile iD Massachu-
setts, under the census of 1800, the propor-
tion of white to colored males over twenty
years of age was one hundred and thirty to
one, here the black race constitutes nearly
one-thir- d of the entire joopulatiou, whilst the
same class surrounds the District on all
sides, ready to change, their residence at a
moment's notice, and with all the facility
of a nomadic people, in order to enjoy here,
after a short residence, a privilege they find
nowhere else. It is within their power, in
one year, to come into the District in such
numbers as to have the supreme control of
the white race, and to govern them by their
own officers, and by the exercise of all the
municipal authority among the rest, of the
power of taxation over property in which
they have no interest. In Massachusetts,
where they have enjoyed the benefits of a
thorough educational system, a qualification
of intelligence is required, while here suf-
frage is extended to all, without discrimi-
nation, as well to the most incapable, who
can prove a residence in the District of one
year, as to those persons of color, who,
comparatively few in number, are perma-
nent inhabitants, and hav ing given evidence
of merit and qualification, are recognized
as useful and responsible members of the
community. Imposed upon an unwilling
people, placed, by the constitution, under
the exclusive legislation of Congress, it
would be viewed as an arbitrary exercise of
power, and as an indication by the country
of the purpose of Congress to compel the ac-

ceptance of negro suffrage by the States. It
wouid engender a feeling of opposition and
hatred between the two races, which,

ineradicable, would
prevent them from living together in a state
of mutual friendliness. Carefully avoiding
every measure that might tend to produce
such a result, and following the clear and
well ascertained popular will, we should as- -

sidiously endeavor to promote kindly rela-
tions between them, and thus, when that
popular will leads the way, prepare for the
raaual and harmonious introduction oi:

this new element into the political power of
the country.

It cannot be urged that the proposed ex
tension of suffrage in the District of Co-
lumbia is necessary to enable persons of
color to protect either their interest or their
rights. They stand here precisely as they
stand in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Indiana.
Here, as elsewhere, in all that pertains to
civil rights, there is nothing to distinguish
this class of persons from citizensof the U.
S. ; for they poss-s- r. the " full and equal
benefit of all laws - nd proceedings for the
security of person and property as is en-
joyed by white citizens," and are made
"subject to like punishment, pains and
penalties, and to none other, any law,
statute, ordinance, regulation, or custom to
the contrary notwithstanding." Nor, as
has been assumed, are their suffrages ne-
cessary to aid a loyal sentiment here ; for
local governments already exist of undoubt-
ed fealty to the first to testify their devo-
tion to the Union, and which during the
struggle furnished their full quotas of men
to the military service of the country.

The exercise of the elective franchise is
the highest attribute of an American citi-
zen, and, when guided by virtue, intel.i-genc- e,

patriotism, and a proper apprecia-
tion of our institutions, constitutes the
true basis of a democratic form of govern-
ment, in which the sovereign power is
lodged in the body of the people. Its in-
fluence for good necessarily depends upon
the elevated character and patriotism of
the elector, for if exercised by persons who
do not justly estimate its value and who
are indifferent as to its results, it will only
serve as a means of placing power in the
hands of the unprincipled and ambitious,
and must eventuate in the complete des-structi-

of that liberty of which it
should be the most powerful conserva-
tor. Great danger is therefore to be ap-
prehended from an untimely extension of
the elective franchise to any new class in
our country, especially when the large ma-
jority of that class, in wielding the power
thus placed in their hands, cannot be ex-
pected correctly to comprehend the duties
and responsibilities which pertain to suf-
frage. Yesterday, as it were, four millions
of persons were held in acondition of slave-
ry that had existed for generations ; to-da- y

they are freemen, and are assumed by law
to be citizens. It cannot be presumed,
from their previous condition of servitude,
that, as a class, they are as well informed
as to the nature of our Government, as the
intelligent foreigner who makes our land,LlJ' 111 .III rZ 111 II 1.1 I I It J f "t " IT! I II U O O A, - - v.--u ut me
latter. riiMi(r a rKnlana nt flim ..!vu, i TDjciUB.Buuthe knowledge of our institutions which it
gives, nor attachment to the principles of
the Constitution, are the only conditions
upon which he can be admitted tQ citizen-
ship. He inust prove, in addition, a good
moral oharaeter, and thus give reasonable
ground for the belief that he will be faithful
to the obligations which he assumes as a
citizen of the Bepubho. Where a people

by the designing, anarchy and despotism
must inevitably follow. In the hands of
the patriotic and worthy, our Government
will be preserved upoif tho principles of
the Constitution inherited from our fathers.
It follows, therefore, that in admitting to
the ballot-bo- x a new class of voters not
qualified for the exercise of the elective
franchise, we weaken our system of gov
ernment, instead of adding to its strength j

and durability.
In returning this bill to the Senate, I

deeply regret that there should be any con-
flict of opinion between the Legislative and
Executive Departments of the Government
in regard to measures that vitally affect the
prosperity and peace of the country. Sin-
cerely desiring to reconcile the States with
one another, and the whole people to the
Government of the United States, it ha-bee- n

my earnest wish to te with
Congress in all measures having for their
object a proper and complete adjustment of
the questions resulting from our late civil
war. Harmony between the te

branches of the Government, ;always ne-

cessary for the public welfare, was never
more demanded than at the present time,
and it will therefore be nry constant aim to
promote, as far as possible, concert of ac-
tion between them. The differences of
opinion that have already occurred have
rendered me only the more cautious, 1 u,
the Executive should encroach upon am
of the prerogatives of Congress, or, by ex-
ceeding, in auy manner, the constitutional
limit of his duties, dosiroy the equilibrium
which should exist between the several co-

ordinate Departments, and which is so es-

sential to the harinions working of the Gov-
ernment. I know it has been urged tha;
the Executive Department is more iikely to
enlarge the sphere of its action than either
of the other two branches of the Govern-
ment, and especially in the exercise; of th
veto power conferred upon it by the Con-
stitution. It should be remembered, how-
ever, that this power is wholly negative and
conservative in its character, and was in-

tended to operate as a check upon uncon-
stitutional hasty, and improvident legisla-
tion, and as a means of protection against
invasions of the just powers of the Execu-
tive and Judicial Departments. It is re-

marked by Chancellor Kent that "to en-
act, laws is a transcendent power ; and, ii
the body that possesses it boa full and
equal repreven
danger of i pressing with destructive
weigjit upon all the other parts of the ma
chiuery of government. It has, therefore
been thought necessary, by the most skill-
ful and most experienced artists in tin
science of civil polity that strong barrier;
should be erected for the protection and
security of the other necessary power
of ihe Government. Nothing has beet
denned move fit and expedient foi
the purpose than the provision that
the head cf the Executive Department
should be ;o constituted as to secure a re

1.piiaiie MJiuu o; iiiue eij;:eiice, ami inaL
should have a nepuive upon the passing ol
laws ; and ihat judiciary power, resting on
a still more permanent "oasis, should have
the right of determining upo?) the validity
of laws by the fctamhud of the Constitu-
tion."

The necessity of sonic sueh check in the
hands of the Executive is shown by refer-
ence to the most cmiu-n- t writers upon our
system of government, who seem to con-
cur in the opinion that encroachments are
most to be apprehended from the depart-
ment in which all legislative powers are
vested by-th- e Constitution. Mr. Madison,
in referring to the: diilieully of providin-som- e

practical seen id iy for each against tin
invasion of the others, remarks that "tin
Legislative r.vf t iei everywhere ex
tended the sphere of its activity, and dra
mg all power into its inipetuoiu vortex.
"The founders of our rcoublics '"" '' seen;
novel to have reeo :lect.d 'he dan;ror from

gisiuave usurpations, which, bv assem
bling all power in the same hands, mufi
lead to the same tyranny as is threatened
by Executive usurpations." "In a repre-
sentative Republic, where the Executive
magistracy carefully limited, both in tin-exten-

and the duration of its power, and
where the legHativo over is exercised by
an assembly which is inspired ?y a supposoe
influence over tho people, with an intrepid
confidence in its own strength ; which n
snfUciently numerous to feel all the pas-
sions which actuate a multitude, yet m-- r m
numerous as to be incapable of pursuing
the objects of its passions by means which
reason prescribes it is against the ent :

prising ambition of (Ids department tha
the people, ought to indulge all their j( al
easy and exhaust all their pre-a- . tion."" The Legislative Department derives a mi
periority in our Governments from othei
eirennistaiiees. Its l

po-.-.-

being at once mote extensive and 1 s:.
ceptibly of precise limits, it can villi r

faeility ran-- k, undt r complicate
and indirect measures, the rncroacliment
which it makes on the te depart
mtnts." " On the other side, the extcit.i.
power being lesiniiut d within a narrwc
compass, and being more simple in its na
ture, and the judiciary being described lr
landmarks sti.l less uncertidn, projects o;
usurpation by either of lhee department'

"en ui lmmediaU. J,v betrav and ueleat them- -
1 -

H j.-
- IS UU.-- I Hi the I. egi.slativt--

i Department alone has ace tl pockei.- -

of the people, and has in some constitution.'-
lull (utcretinn, and in till a prevailing iniiu
ence over the pecuniary rewards of those
who lill the other departments, a depen-
dence i thus created in the Litter which
gives fatiil greater faeility to encroachment.
of the fonner." " "We 'have k-c- u that the
tendency of republican governments is to
an agaiandieinc-u-t of the legislative, at the
expense of the other departments."

Mr. in referiing to the earlv
Constitution of Virginia, objected that by
its provjs.ion.sall thepowort- - of government
legislative, executive, and judicialresult-
ed to tin: legislative body, holding that" the concentratingthe.se in the same hands
is precisely the deiinition of despotic gov-
ernment. It will be no alleviation that
these powers will be oxcrci::cd by a plurali-
ty of han.lv, and not by a single one. One
hundred and seventy-thre- e despots would
surely be as. oppressive as one. " As little
will it avail us that they are chosen by our-
selves. An elective despotism was not the
Government v.o fought for, but one which
should not only bo founded on free princi-
ples, but in which the powers of govern-
ment should be so divided and balanced
among several bodies of magistracy as that
no one could transcend their legal limits
without being effectually cheched and re
strained bv the others. For this reason
that Convention which passed the ordinance
of government laid its foundation on this
basis, that the Legislative, Executive, and
Judiciary Departments should bo separate

land distinct, so that t:o person should ex
ercise tne powers ot more than one of them
at the same time. Ihit no barrier was rro- -
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i iiueu uwweuii iaeso itvoral powers Thot.. i- - .... ..-it-
- .. .nnuunary ana executive meraoers were

left dependent on the Legislative for their
subsistence in office, and some of them for
their continuance in it. If, therefore, the
Legislature assumes executive and judiciary
powers, no opposition is likely to be made,
nor, if made, can be effectual ; because in
that case they may not put their proceed-
ings into the form of an act of assembly,

jhich wm render them obligatory on the

rigiit ot the people peaceably to assenioie
and to petition the Government for a re
dress of grievances." Despotism would
thus reigu at the seat of government of a
free Republic, and. as a plaieof permanent
residence, it would be avoided by all who
prefer the blessings of liberty to the mere
emoluments of official position.

It should also be remembered that in leg-
islating for the District of Columbia, under
the Federal Constitution, the relation of
Congress to ihs inhabitants is analogous to
that of a Legislature to the people of a
State, under their own local Constitution.
It does not, therefore, seem to be asking
too much that, in matters pertaining to the
District, Congress should have a liko re-
spect for the will and interests of its inhab-
itants as is entertained by a State Legisla-
ture for tho wishes and prosperity of those
for whom they legislate. The spiiit of our
Constitution and the genius of our Govern-
ment require that, in regard to any law
which is to affect and have a permanent
bearing upon a people, their will should
exert at least a reasonable influence upon
those who are acting in the capacity of their
legislators. Would, for instance, the Leg-
islature of the Stato of New York, or of
Pennsylvania, or of Indiana, or of any State
in tho Union, in opposition to the
expressed will of a large majority of
the people whom they were chosen to rep-
resent, arbitrarily force upon them, as vo-

ters, all persons of the African or negro
race, and make them eligible for office,
without any other qualification than a cer-
tain term of residence within the State ?

In neither of the States named would the
colored population, when acting together,
be able to produce any great social or po-

litical result. Yet, in New York, before he
can vote, the man of color must fulfil con-
ditions that are not required of the white
citizen ; in Pennsylvania the elective fran-
chise is restricted to white freemen ; while
in Indiana negroes and mulattoes are ex-

pressly excluded from the right of suffrage.
It hardly seems consistent with the princi-
ples of right and justice that representa-
tives of States where suffrage is either de-

nied the colored man, or granted to him on
qualifications requiring intelligence or pro-
perty, should compel the people of the Dis-
trict of Columbia to try an experiment
which their own constituents have thus far
shown an unwillingness to test foi them-
selves. Nor does it accord with our repub-
lican ideas that tho pn'neiple of self govern-
ment should lose its force v. hen applied to
the residents of tho District, merely be-

cause their legislators are not, like those of
the States, responsible, through the ballot,
to the people for whom they are the law-
making power.

The great object of placing the seat of
government under the exclusive legislation
of Congress, Mas to secure the entire inde-
pendence of the General Government from
undue State influence, and to enable it to
discharge, without danger of interruption
or infringement of its authority, the high
functions for which it was created by the
people. For this important purpose it was
ceded to the United States by ?daryland
and Virginia, and it certainly never could
have been contemplated, as one of the ob-

jects to be attained by placing it under the
exclusive jurisdiction of Congress, that it
would a fiord to propagandists or political
parties a place for an experimental test of
i ueir principles and theories. v mle, m- -

leed, the residents ot the seat of govern
ment are not citizens of any State, and are
not therefore allowed a vc'ce in the electo-
ral college, or representation in the coun
cils of the nation, they are, nevertheless,
Amerieau citizen , entitled as such to every
Guarantee of the Constitution, to every
benefit of the laws, and io every right
which pertains to citizens oi our common
country. In all matters, then, affecting
their domestic affairs, the spirit of our de-

mocratic form of government demands that
their wishes should be consulted and res
pected, and thev taught to feel that, al
though not permitted practic lly to partic-
ipate in national concerns, they are never
theless under a paternal Government, re
gardful of their rights, mindful of their
wants, and solicitous for their prosperity.
It was evidently contemplated that all local
questions would be left to their decision, at
least to an extent that would not be incom-
patible with the object for which Congress
was granted exclusive legislation over the
sear of government. When the Constitu-
tion was yet under consideration, it was as-

sumed, by Mr. Madison, that its inhabi
tants would be allowed "a municipal leg-
islature, for local purposes, derived from
their own suffrages." When, for the first
time, Congress, in the vear 1800, assembled
at Washington, President Adams, in his
peeeh at its opening, reminded the two

Houses that it was for them to consiuer
whether the local powers over the District
of Columbia, vested by the Constitution in
the Congress of the United states, should
be immediately exercised, and he asked
them to "consider it as the capital of a
great nation, advancing with unexampled
rapidity in arts, in commerce, in wealth, and
in population, and possessing within itself
those resources which, ii not thrown away
or lamentably misdirected, would seeuio to
it a long course of prosperity and self gov-
ernment." Three years had not elapsed
when Congress was called upon to deter-
mine the propriety of retroceding to Mary-
land and Virginia the jurisdiction of the
territory which they had respectively re-

linquished to the Government of the United
States. It was urged, on the one hand,
that exclusive jurisdiction was not necessary
or useful to the Government ; that it de-

prived the inhabitants of the District of
their political rights ; that much of the
time of Congress was consumed in legisla-
tion pertaining to it ; that its government
was expensive ; that Congress was not com-
petent to legislate for the District, because
the members were strangers to its-loca-

l con-
cerns ; and that it was an example of a
government witiiout representation an ex-
periment dangerous to the liberties of the
States. On the other hand, it was held,
among other reasons, and successfully, that
the Constitution, the acts ot cession of Vir
ginia and Maryland, and the act of Con
gress accepting the grant, all contemplated
tho .exercise of exclusive legislation by
Congress, and that its usefulness, if not its
necessity, was inferred from the mconven
ience which was felt for want of it. by the
Congress of the Confederation ; that the
people themselves, who it was said had
been deprived of their political rights, had
not complained and aid not desire a retro
cession : that the evil might be remedied
by giving them a representation in Con
gress when the District should become, suf
ficiently populous, and in the meantime a
local legislature ; that if the inhabitants
had not political rights, they had great po-
litical influence : that the trouble and ex
pense of legislating for the District would
not be great, but would diminish, and
might in a great measure be avoided by a
local legislature : and that Congress could
not retrocede the inhabitants without their
consent. Continuing to live substantially
under the laws that existed at the time
of the cession, and such changes only hav-
ing been made as were suggested by them-
selves, the peojile of the District have not
sought, by a local legislature, that which
has generally been willingly conceded by
the Congress of the nation.

As a general rule, sound policy requires

States. These electors will ballot for Pre-

sident and Vice-Presiden- t, and the result
will be duly transmitted. If Generals Grant
or Sherman or any other candidate run in
opposition to the Radicals, should secure
votes enough at the North, with the votes
of the Southern States, to insure his elec-

tion, there must certainly be a conflict
which may threaten the existence of the
government itself. Certainly, there then
will be a practical solution of the question
as to the status of the Southern States, more
potent than the decisions of the Court.5,

nay, than the acts of Congress. It may be
thought advisable, at that time, to have in
the Presidential Chair some convenient
tool of party, and if so, the President must
be impeached and deposed. The abuse of
the pardoning power may be determined
upon as the most convenient and plausible
grounds to accomplish this. We are satis-

fied that whatever their political necessities
demand will be done.

The New York AVatoliman,
We regret to learn from the last issue of

this most valuable paper, that it has been
suspended, at least for the present, from
want of patronage. We have regarded The

Watchman as one of the best, if not the very
best, family papers published in this coun-
try. That it should be compelled to sus-

pend while fortunes are being made by the
publication of such literary trash which
comprise most of the literary and pictorial
weeklies of New York city, is but another
evidence of the degeneracy of the times.

We regret to learn that the health of Dr.
Deems, the able editor and eloquent divine
is much impaired by the arduous labors of
the sanctum. We trust his health may
soon be restored and The Watchman, over
which he has presided with so much ability
and judgment, may appear again invigo-

rated and upon a strong foundation.

The Veto Message.
Through the agency of the United

States ai.d Eukopean News Association,
we have been placed in possession, by tele-

graph, of the Veto Message of President
Johnson, in advance of its delivery to Con-

gress. We give up most of our space to
this paper to-da- y, it having been sent in
to the Senate at noon on Monday-- . A hasty
perusal only, which we have been able to
give this message, warrants us in pronoun-
cing it tho ablest State paper which has
thus far emanated from President Johnson,
who has already distinguished his adminis-
tration by the ability of hi3 former mes-

sages. Its logic is unanswerable, and the
unconstitutionality of the bill in question
is clearly demonstrated, while the dangers
of tho complete overthrow of all consti-

tutional government is pointed out, as fol-loAvi-

in the wake of such legislation.
We hope all our readers will give it an
attentive consideration.

'PRESIDENT'S VETO. MESSAGE.

To the Senate of the United Statca :

I have received and considered a bill en-

titled " An act to regulate the elective fran-
chise in the District of Columbia," passed
by the Senate on the 13th of December,
and by the House of Representatives on
the succeeding day. It was presented for
my approval on the 26th ultimo six days
after the adjournment of Congress and is
now returned with my objections to the
Senate, in which House it originated.

Measures having been introduced, at the
commencement of the first session of the
present Congress, for the extension of the
elective franchise to persons of color in the
District of Columbia, steps were taken by
the corporate authorities of Washington
and Georgetown to ascertain and make
known the opinion of the people of the two
cities upon a subject so immediately affect-
ing their welfare as a community. The
question was submitted to the people at
special elections, held in the month of De-

cember, 1S65, when the qualified voters of
Washington and Georgetown, with great
unanimity of sentiment, expressed them
selves opposed to the contemplated legisla
tion. In Washington, m a vote ot b,oob
the largest, with but two exceptions, ever
polled in that city only thirty-fiv- e ballots
were cast for negro suurage ; while in
Georgetown, in an aggregate of 813 votes
a number considerably in excess ot tne
average vote at the four preceding annual
elections but one was given in favor of
the proposed extension of the elective fran-
chise. As these elections seem to have been
conducted with entire fairness, the result
must be accepted as a truthful expression
of the opinion of the people of the District
upon the question which evoked it. Pos-
sessing, as an organized community, the
same popular right as the inhabitants of a
State or Territory, to make known their
will upon matters which affect their social
and political condition, they could have se-

lected no more appropriate mode of memo-
rializing Congress upon the subject of this
bill than through the suffrages of their
qualified voters.

Entirely disregarding the wishes of the
people of the District of Columbia, Con-

gress has deemed it right and expedient to
pass the measure now submitted for my
signature. It, therefore, becomes the duty
of the Executive, standing between the leg-
islation of the one and the will of the other,
fairly expressed, to determine whether he
should approve the bill, and thus aid in
placing upon the statute-book- s of the nation
a law against which the people to whom it
is to apply have solemnly and witli sucn
unanimity protested, or whether he should
return it with his objections, in the hope
that, upon reconsideration, Congress, act-
ing as the representatives of the inhabitants
of the seat of government, will permit them
to regulate a purely local question, as to
them may seem best suitea to tneir inter
ests and condition.

Thfi District of Columbia was ceded to
the United States by Maryland and Vir
ginia, in order that it lnhrbt become the
nermanent seat of government of the Uni
ted States. Accepted by Congress, it at
once became subject to the "exclusive leg
islation " for which provision is made in
the Federal Constitution. It should be
borne in mind, however, that in exercising
its functions as the law-maki- ng power of
the District of Columbia, the authority of
the National Legislature is not without
limit, but that Congress is bound to observe
the letter and spirit of the Constitution, as
well in the enactment of local laws for the
seat of government, as in legislation com
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ANDREW JOHXSOX.

: Washington, January 5, 1867.


